DAVENIES WEEKLY NEWS

Autumn Term 2009 Friday 16" October

WHOLE SCHOOL NOTICES

The Headmaster writes...

This week | invited into school a couple of chaps to spend three days with us. Their remit was to
wander into lessons and around the campus to take a view of the school and point out anything
they felt needed improving. You will be as pleased as | was to hear that they felt the behaviour of
the boys was exemplary. They also commented on how very good they thought the parents were
who listen to the boys in Year 4 read.

The gentlemen above also talked in glowing terms about the site. | was similarly impressed when |
came for interviews over three years ago. However, whilst paying careful attention to the
carefully crafted questions posed by the Governors, | could not help notice how the library
suffered in comparison to our other facilities. Despite technological advances | believe that books
have to be at the centre of a boy’s education. Our library is maintained wonderfully by Mrs Ellis,
but for over 320 boys it is not much bigger than many living rooms. | have also written in the past
about how our kitchen produces about 10,000 match teas each year, not to mention the
numerous other meals, but the space is cramped and the fabric deteriorating. These are just two
reasons why | feel this school, with its excellent facilities, still needs another building. Our latest
designs also include a spacious DT lab. These spaces are not a luxury but a necessity if Davenies is
going to continue to thrive as a prep school — they are not an embellishment but go to the core of
what we offer; you do not get much more fundamental than food and books. You will be aware
that our attempts to improve the site without growing the school have thus far been frustrated. |
will be writing in more detail to you about this, but | do now need your support to help to make
these ambitions a reality. The Davenies parent is tremendous at turning up for things; can | please
add to your plethora of diary commitments by asking you to keep some part of 23" November
between 3:00 pm and 8:00 pm free to see the designs, understand the hurdles and register your
support. | would be most grateful.

Finally, | would like to send my best wishes to the staff, parents and boys travelling to Iceland on
Thursday — géda ferd.

Mr Affleck writes...

Friends of Davenies Murder Mystery Evening

This ever popular event has, unfortunately, had to be moved from Saturday 14" November 2009
to Friday 5t February 2010. We apologise any inconvenience caused, but hope you will rush to
purchase you tickets when they go on sale in the New Year.



Chef writes...

Brookwood'’s catering team will be conjuring up a Halloween-themed lunch on Wednesday 21°%
October, with suitably spooky ingredients...!

Matron writes...

After a busy week counting the contents of your Barnardos “Cottage Boxes”, a handsome total has
now been added to by the contributions of Mufti-Day. Thank you for your kind and generous
donations.

Mrs Newell writes...

Operation Christmas Child

With two weeks to go before collection on the 2" November, please can | remind you about the
Operation Christmas Child Campaign? We now have 99 shoeboxes, which is a great start. Please
can | ask you to bring in a box at your earliest convenience for this worthy cause and remember,
one box =an HMA, or a Star in the Pre-Prep.

Thank you to all of you who have already added a box to our wall in the foyer. Let’s try to reach
the 300 box target with only 201 more to go!

Mrs Churchouse writes...

Musical Soirée

Thank you to all those who participated in yesterday evening’s very successful musical soiree.
Whether a performer or a member of the audience, | am sure you will agree that next year’s
venue should be the Royal Albert Hall!

Lunchtime Concert

There’s never a dull moment in the Music Department — you are invited to join us for our next
lunchtime concert on Tuesday 20" October at 1:15 in the PAC. On this occasion the senior choir,
Year 4A, staff choir and a selection of soloists will perform. Your support is always greatly
appreciated.

Percussion

Drum lessons are very popular at Davenies. Mr McBride has offered to develop boys’ percussion
skills by teaching a range of pitched and unpitched percussion instruments. If anyone is interested
in this option please contact me.



Brass and Guitar Lessons

Mr Dale will resume his lessons after half-term as he is currently performing in the USA and was
asked to remain there for longer than originally planned. He will make every effort to catch up
with his pupils when he returns. Thank you for your continued understanding.

PRE-PREP NOTICES

Mrs Rush writes...

It was lovely to see you at this week’s parents’ evenings to discuss your son’s progress; | hope you
found the evenings informative.

On Wednesday 21 October the Pre-Prep doors will be thrown open from 2:30. This is a chance
for you to come and see our wonderful displays and your son’s work on the walls.

The last session of the computer club will take place after Open Afternoon from 3:30 until 4:15 as
normal. A list of the names of the boys attending the second computer club is displayed on the
noticeboard in the Pre-Prep courtyard. This will start on Wednesday 4™ November and will run for
5 weeks.

Stars for the last fortnight:

Robins 278
swallows 289 |
Kingfishers 326
Penguins 328

PREP SCHOOL NOTICES

The School Office writes...
Please note that there will no extra-curricular activities or prep next week.

Year 5 & 6 School Disco

Tickets are now available from the School Office for this event, which will be held at High March
School on Friday 6" November 2009 from 7:00 — 8:30 pm. The cost is £7:50, to include a hot dog
supper and drink.



Mr Gibson writes...

House Points, Week 6

Cook ‘ 106.15

Drake 114.25
Shackleton 116.63

Sports Results

" Team " Score " Result " Scorers ||
U’10 A XII v Chesham Prep 15-5 w D. Beard x 3
U’10 B XIl v Chesham Prep 35-15 w B. Cooper x 4, C. King, C. O'Donoghue, F. O'Toole
U’10 C XIl v Chesham Prep 25-5 W M. Roberts x 3, H. Cameron, G. Hall
U’8 VIl v UCS 35-20 W S. Masson x 2, J. Chapples, B. Fallowfield, J. Hernandez, O. Masters, J. Wood
U’8 VIl v Gayhurst 25-20 w J. Hernandez x 3, J. Chapples, S. Masson
U’8 VIl v Northwood Prep 30-15 W J. Chapples x 3, B. Fallowfield, J. Hernandez, S. Masson
U’8 VIl v Chesham Prep 30-20 w B. Fallowfield x 3, J. Hernandez x 2, J. Chapples
U’8 VIl v The Beacon 35-30 w J. Chapples x 2, J. Hernandez x 2, S. Masson x 2, B. Fallowfield
1*" XV v Northwood Prep 3-20 L A. Woodland x Pen
2"’ XV v Northwood Prep 36-0 W H. Berkley, N. Moore, A. Westwater, F. Williams, L. Smith x 2 + 3 Cons

Miss Auster writes...

Cross Country Race @ Hughendon Park, Saturday 17" October

| look forward to seeing all the boys competing in this event on Saturday at Hughenden Park.
There is limited parking at Hughenden Church, a 5 minute walk from the starting area. Please try
to arrive 45 minutes before your race:

9:45 Year 4 & 5 (1.5km)
10:45am: Year 6 (1.5km)
11:25am: Year 7 & 8 (3km)

Boys should come in their tracksuits and wear white shorts and white polo shirt; | shall provide a
running vest on the day. The boys may run in trainers or spikes — whatever they feel comfortable
in, however, there is a water jump!

Jump Rope for Heart — Friday 4™ December

This charity event is open to all boys, families and friends. All you need is a team of 6, a skipping
rope and a sense of humour! The boys should have received a letter from me if they are
interested and will know all about this event, but please do contact me for more details if needed.



