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WHOLE SCHOOL NOTICES 
 

The Headmaster writes... 

 

With over 320 boys in the school (three more than when I started!) Davenies can get a bit hectic, but this 

week an air of calm has fallen on the school.  From Year 3 to Year 8 we have introduced reading periods on 

non-games days.  This fulfils the twin purposes of calming the boys down after lunch break and, of course, 

it promotes reading, which is never a bad thing in a boys’ school.  I feel very strongly that boys and books 

do go together.  Based not on any research paper but from personal experience as an English teacher, I 

know that many, many boys can and do enjoy reading.  Too frequently and too easily the argument “boys 

don’t read” is promulgated by the media.  I suspect that rather than not like reading, a boy may simply not 

like the author he has found.  As parents, you have made the decision that education is important and 

reading, too, is a vital part of this. Just as we want every boy to be able to swim, or ride a bike so, too, it 

would be fabulous if every child now became an adult who dived into a book to relax.  Boys will fall off 

bikes, or struggle with their first few lengths in the pool and so we, as a school and as parents, need to keep 

a watchful eye on the reading.  I feel that this battle is won not when a boy is reading Austen or Dickens but 

when he reads unprompted for twenty or thirty minutes a night. 

 

The boys who take up the most space in the school are naturally Years 7 and 8.  Year 8 is the second biggest 

in total for a few years and that was only because we capped the class sizes to a maximum of 15.  Year 7 

have added to the tranquillity, only because they have not been in school, but in the wilds of Oxfordshire 

with Mr Scriven and two brave teachers learning how to survive off the fat of the land.  The reports from 

camp have been very positive, though parents collecting the boys be warned – not a lot of washing has 

gone on! 

 

The term is but ten days old yet I have given practise interviews to twelve boys for Harrow, Merchant 

Taylors’ and Shiplake College.  If there are any other boys going for interviews soon in Years 7 and 8, would 

the parents please let me know as often the schools contact the family before the school. 

 

Every company, firm or business wishes to fulfil its objectives and Davenies is no different; we aspire to do 

what it says on the tin.  However, when the staff assessed how successful we are in meeting our aims, we 

concluded that there simply were too many of them.  With over twenty, not everyone could remember 

them and so I have tried to boil these down to five, not to change the character or purpose of the school in 

any way but merely so that the label will, in fact, fit on the tin.  I hope that you find what I have written 

below captures the essence of the school: what we are, as well as what we should aspire to be. 

 

MISSION 

Davenies is ambitious for each boy. We are ambitious for what he achieves in the classroom, the arts and on 

the sports field. We are ambitious for the person he develops into: well behaved, courteous, confident and 

thoughtful. 

 

  



AIMS 

We seek to achieve our ambitions for the boys through: 

 

 Expecting each boy to be well behaved, courteous and respectful. 

 Creating a school which is friendly, caring, safe yet purposeful. 

 Providing a broad, stimulating and challenging curriculum, both in and out of the classroom, to 

inspire and engage the boys. 

 Realising each boy’s full potential through high expectations and by nurturing his talents. 

 Promoting an environment of mutual respect which enables each person to fulfil the school’s motto: 

each striving for the common good. 

 

 

Please note that I have asked for a number of the school’s policies to be accessible to parents.  They have 

been placed on the website (as well as the up and running, once again healthy, Intranet), under The School 

→ Downloads.  You should find there: 

 

 Admissions Policy 

 Anti-Bullying Policy 

 Behaviour Policy 

 Child Protection Policy 

 Complaints Procedure 

 Curriculum Policy 

 Educational Visits Policy 

 English as an Additional Language 

 Exclusion and Suspension Policy 

 First aid Policy 

 Pastoral Care Policy 

 SEN Policy 

 
In addition to these, there is a list of schools we sent boys to last academic year, a list of schools we have 
sent boys to over the last five years, a compete staff list and a précis of the official complaints we have 
received. 
 

We will also keep a hard copy of all of this information in the School Office for any parent who does not 

have access to the internet. 

 

Staff News 

 

We are sorry to announce that Christine Smith has decided to leave us for personal reasons.  She has asked 

us to say that she will miss all her friends and colleagues but is looking forward to a new and exciting 

future.  In the last eight years she has been a respected member of the teaching staff, a valued and 

supportive colleague, and a friend to many in the Staff Room. I know that you will all join me in wishing her 

the very best for the future. 

 

Craig Burgess, who works with Wasps, will help to coach the 1st XV on Mondays and Fridays.  He coaches 

Buckingham University on Wednesdays, but will come along when his side have no fixtures. 

 

  



The School Office writes... 

Second-Hand Uniform Shop 

 

The Second-Hand Uniform Shop will be open on Thursday 1st October from 8:15 to 9:30, and on Monday 

12th October from 3:00 to 5:00. 

 

Please do not forget you can also drop off old items for selling on these dates, into the shop or the school 

office.  We are especially keen to receive blazers, duffle coats, and blue sports tops and jumpers.  Please 

label items with the pro-forma (attached to the end of the DWN), or piece of paper stating your name, 

address, item description, and date. 

 

Items of acceptable quality are priced by us.  When items are sold, an account is opened in the seller’s 

name and monies accrue as sales are made.  The seller will receive 75% of the proceeds and 25% goes to 

the school.  If the seller is a current Davenies parent, this will be through a credit to the school fees, and if 

the seller is no longer a current parent, a cheque will be sent on an annual basis.  So please ensure the 

address we have on file is up to date!  Items deemed not saleable will be sent to School Aid in Africa and 

any items received unlabelled are considered to be donations and are gratefully received. 

 

Mrs Ellis writes... 

Nestlé & The Times Tokens 

 

I am, once again, collecting tokens, which can be exchanged for free books, from both Nestlé cereal boxes 

and The Times newspapers.  The Nestlé tokens can be found on the top of Nestlé cereal boxes.  Autumn 

Term Times tokens will be available from September 13th to December 6th with four tokens in The Sunday 

Times News Review, three tokens in The Times on Saturday and one token each day in Times 2 from 

Monday to Friday.  Please collect as many tokens as you can and give them to your son to bring to school.  

Tokens can be deposited in the special collection boxes in the Library, or given to me.  I shall be placing our 

Times book order at the end of the Autumn Term, so please make sure we have all your tokens by 

December 11th. 

 

Many thanks, in advance, for your help.  I shall put photographs of the free books we have received this 

summer, from both schemes, on the intranet: do look and see the fruits of your snipping. 

 

Miss Auster writes… 

‘Jump Rope for Heart’ – Friday 4th December, 6:00 – 9:00 pm 

 

Calling all parents, boys, sisters, brothers, grandparents…  Drake are organizing a ‘Jump Off’ on Friday 4th 

December in the Sports Hall between 6:00 – 9:00 pm.  This requires a team of six skipping non-stop for 3 

hours, to raise money for The British Heart Foundation.  All that is needed is to gather a team of 6 (teams 

can be made up of whoever you wish), and hand in the names (including a team name) to Miss Auster.  You 

will then receive sponsorship forms so that you can start collecting and get skipping!  Please speak to Miss 

Auster or any of the Drake boys to find out more.  There will be more details to follow.  Please do get 

involved in this exciting event if you can – thank you. 

 

  



Wycombe Phoenix Harriers School X-Country Races @ Hughendon Park, Saturday 17th October 

 

If you are interested in taking part in this event please let Miss Auster know and collect a letter for further 

details.  You will not be able to enter on the day so it is important to get entries in by Monday 5th October.  

Last year’s event was thoroughly enjoyed by all the boys.  Please find below timings: 

 

9:.45 am Year 5 boys – 1.5 km (Year 4 boys may be able to take part in this) 

10:45 am Year 6 boys – 1.5 km 

11:25 am  Year 7/8 boys – 3 km 

 

 

PRE-PREP NOTICES 
 

The Head of Pre-Prep writes... 

 

Many thanks to all the Year 1 and Year 2 parents who came to our Curriculum Briefing meetings during the 

week; the notes have been put in your son’s book bag and are on the Intranet as well. 

 

I would like to remind Reception parents that boys may go home at 1:30 pm on Monday and Tuesday next 

week, but we would like them to do a full day from Wednesday 23rd September. 

 

We have a new notice board in the courtyard.  Please keep an eye on it as it will contain important notices. 

 

Year 2 computer club starts on Wednesday 23rd September.  Please collect your son’s at the Sainsbury gate 

at 4:15 pm.  The names of the boys in the computer club are on the new notice board. 

 

Autumn Term Captains and Vice-Captains: 

 

Kingfishers Nicholas Townsend  Vice-Captain George Morrison 

Penguins Oscar Rodgers  Vice-Captain James Marsh 

Robins Jamie Roy  Vice-Captain Max Wyld 

Swallows Matthew Healy  Vice-Captain Toby Slater 

 

Stars for last fortnight: 

Robins 129 

Swallows 129 

Kingfishers 142 

Penguins 155 

 

 

  



PREP SCHOOL NOTICES 
 

Mr Gibson writes... 

House Points 

 

As another academic year commences, a new House Competition begins.  Each ‘plus’ a boy earns results in 

3 House Points, and a ‘star’ is worth 5.  Owing to the fact that there are unequal numbers in each House, 

the points shown here each week are the House totals, averaged per boy; therefore, the scores after the 

first ten days of term are: 

 

Drake 54.65 

Cooke 59.15 

Scott 59.69 

Shackleton 62.37 

 

Open Days 

 

Leighton Park School 

Saturday 3rd October, 10:00 – 12:00 noon 

For further details please contact: 0118 987 9608, www.leightonpark.com 

 

Ski Trip, Easter 2010 

 

Once again, the Davenies Ski Team is off to the beautiful snow-capped mountains of the Ziller Valley in 

Austria next Easter.  The trip runs from Saturday 27th March – Saturday 3rd April.  Full details can be sought 

from the Ski Trip page of the Davenies Intranet.  The trip is open to any boy from Years 6 – 8 regardless of 

skiing ability or experience! 

http://www.leightonpark.com/

