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WHOLE SCHOOL NOTICES 

 
The Headmaster writes... 

 

Jon Newton rang the buzzer having not stepped inside Davenies since 1967.  He was accompanied by his 

wife who also had known the school as it was, but who was as surprised as her husband by what the school 

had become.  Mr Newton is the son of the very first Headmaster and is recorded on our boards as a scholar 

to Bryanston in 1949.  After his visit during half-term, he kindly sent a photograph of the whole school in 

1941, which is now our earliest image of the boys and staff; there were six staff and twenty-six boys. 

 

 
 

Thank you to all the parents who attended yesterday’s Curriculum Briefing for next year’s Year 5.  There are 

two significant changes of year in a prep school.  The first is when the boys start to wear ties as they leave 

the world of Pre-Prep behind, the second is when Year 5 boys encounter specialist teachers in every 

subject, when they move from lesson to lesson, when they have more prep, a greater variety of activities 

and have more male teachers!  The boys have been superbly prepared by Mrs Russell’s team and they 

enjoy the increased responsibility, but parents can help them also to become more independent.  Just as 

the younger boys are taken to the classrooms by parents and eventually these boys make their own way 

from the gate and then, even, from home, so the Year 5 boys should be: 

 

 making their own beds 

 cleaning their shoes 

 packing their bags (not just accumulating years of text books) 

 trying to resolve difficulties with the staff themselves, where appropriate 

 responsible for their homework 

  



Year 5 is about establishing good habits; habits which will be invaluable as the boys move to their bigger 

schools, when they get more homework and when they have to stand on their own two feet.  Ultimately 

the boys rise to these challenges and enjoy these expectations.  For any parent daunted by what was said, 

just look at our older boys – they seem to have made the adjustments without too many problems.  Indeed 

our Year 8 boys have just finished their Common Entrance examinations.  They have enjoyed their mystery 

trip today before returning to listen to Mr Dominic Grieve, QC, MP, the Attorney General, address them.  

Next week their Leavers’ Programme begins with a week in Suffolk. 

 

Congratulations to all those boys who responded to the Building Challenge: artistic impressions, scale 

drawings, photographs and a wonderfully imaginative flick book are being exhibited outside my room.  

Please do come and have a look. 

 

I have asked Catherine Young to be the school’s Charity Co-ordinator.  If you have charity initiatives, Miss 

Young should be your first port of call as she will be able to see what is possible. 

 

I wrote to the Year 3 parents earlier in the week to say that, alas, Sarah Woodcock-Davis, who is covering 

Miss Auster’s maternity leave, will be returning to Australia in the summer.  As such I have appointed Mr 

Greg Fearon to Year 4 to ensure that there is continuation in the teaching and the pastoral care of these 

boys for the year.  This does not necessarily mean that Helen Auster will not return to Davenies in January. 

 

 

Davenies REMIX 

The latest news from REMIX is at the end of this DWN – do not miss it.  Davenies REMIX, 3 weeks and 

counting... 

 

...3 July 2010 

 

Name the Davenies Non-Alcoholic Cocktail 

Every boy has been given a form to enter the ‘Name the Davenies Non Alcoholic Cocktail’ competition that 

will be served at the REMIX on 3rd July.  Please return all entries to the School Office, together with the 

entry fee of 50p, by Monday 14th June.  Prizes are available. 

 

 

Mr Thomas and Matron write... 

 

O-PRO Mouthguards 

Sports safety is considered extremely important at Davenies.  To this end, we have invited O-PRO to come 

into school on 24th and 28th June 2010, from 9:00 – 12:00.  Every child from next year’s Year 3 – 8 needs a 

mouthguard in school at all times, for rugby.  Leaflets can be picked up from the School Office: forms need 

to be either posted direct to O-PRO or completed online. 

 

 

Matron writes... 

 

Barnardos Boxes 

It appears that several boys have forgotten to bring in their Barnardos Boxes this week, owing to exams.  I 

have, therefore, extended the counting until Monday 14th June.  No further collections will be made until 

October.  



Mr Thomas writes... 

 

Sainsbury’s Active Kids Vouchers 

This is a final call for Sainsbury’s Active Kids Vouchers you may have lurking, or are still intending to collect.  

I shall be doing the count in the final week of term, so that gives three full weeks to accumulate as many as 

possible.  The two collection boxes are in the Sports Hall foyer and by the sofas outside the Headmaster’s 

Study.  I have my eye on some indoor athletic equipment and a camcorder that can be used to analyse 

performance. 

 

 

Mrs Churchouse writes... 

 

Practice-a-thon 

Thank you to all the people who have contributed so far; we are just waiting for final amount before we 

send it off.  Please send in any sponsorship money asap. 

 

Instrumental Lessons 

These are now being finalised for next term; letters are being distributed to the boys as lessons are 

allocated.  The demand for piano lessons, unfortunately, far exceeds the availability and some pupils will 

have to be placed on the waiting list.  If you have an alternative choice, please let me know. 

 

Exam Congratulations 

Very well done to the following boys for their Associated Board music exam successes: 

 

Prep Test 

Kit Murphy Piano Pass 

Lyndon Higgs  Piano Pass 

Jordan Streete  Cello Pass 

Joseph Willcock  Cello Pass 

Grade 1 

James Raeside Alto Sax Merit 

Samuel Tang Alto Sax Merit 

Joshua Harris Cello Merit 

Alistair Rose Cello Merit 

Hugo Marsh Clarinet Pass 

Sonni Moorley Clarinet Merit 

James Baldwin Piano Pass 

Michael Colman Piano Pass 

Zarin Rana Singing Pass 

Oscar Rodgers Singing  Pass 

Tobias Cathrall Trombone Pass 

Scott Masson Trumpet Pass 

Grade 2 

Joshua Harris Piano Pass 

Kieran Roy Singing Pass 

George Mercer Trumpet Pass 

Jamie McGurk Trumpet Pass 

Grade 3 

Harry Baxter Flute Pass 

Ben Cooper Singing Merit 

Robert Heffer Singing Merit 

Grade 4 
James McDonald Singing Pass 

Adib Wain Singing Merit  

Grade 5 Matthew Henderson Singing Merit 

 



PRE-PREP NOTICES 

 
Mrs Rush writes... 

 

On Wednesday 16th June, we will be having our Summer Term Open Afternoon.  The classrooms are 

looking very stimulating and the boys are looking forward to showing you all they have done.  The 

afternoon starts at 2:30 and you are welcome to take your son home when you have had a good look 

around. 

 

May I remind Reception and Year 1 parents that their sons require named white shorts, a clean school polo 

shirt and white ankle socks for Sports Day on Friday 18th June: the boys run in their trainers.  Please can 

these items come into school on Wednesday 16th June so that staff have time to check all the sports clothes 

are named?  Please can Year 2 will bring their whites in by Thursday 17th June?  We are all looking forward 

to Sports Day and the staff will be available to chat to you during tea which takes place on the 

Headmaster’s Lawn after the races.  The event begins on the school field at 1:45. 

 

The photos of the Native American Workshop which took place with Year 2 boys on Wednesday are on the 

Intranet in the Year 2 photo section; I am sure you will enjoy looking at them. 

 

Reception boys are looking forward to their trip on Tuesday 15th June to London Zoo.  We shall be leaving 

school at 9:00.  The boys will wear their normal uniform with tracksuit tops, or school waterproofs if wet. 

 

Here are the star results for the last fortnight: 

 

Penguins 280 

Swallows 282 

Kingfishers 301 

Robins 304 

 

 

PREP SCHOOL NOTICES 

 
Mr Gibson writes... 

 

House Points 

As the Summer nears completion, the totals are: 

Drake 102.25 

Cook 107.33 

Scott 111.13 

Shackleton 117.81 

 

 

  



Mr Affleck writes... 

 

The Dracula Rock Show 

Don’t forget to secure your seat for the Senior Production on Tuesday 6th July!  Tickets for this fantastic 

event are going fast. 

 

For Year 8 cast members, do not forget to take your scripts with you to Suffolk next week...perhaps you 

could even read them! 

 

Mrs Churchouse and I would like to rehearse with the Choir after school on Tuesday next week until 

5:30pm. 

 

 

aǊǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘƻǳǎŜ ǿǊƛǘŜǎΧ 

 

Year 5 Concert 

Year 5 will present a short concert after school next Thursday at 4:15 pm in the PAC.  You are warmly 

invited to join us.  All boys in Year 5 will be participating; we expect the concert to end at about 5:00 pm. 

 

Tesco Vouchers 

Thank you very much for these, as we have amassed 5000 and have ordered a number of percussion 

instruments which should arrive next term. 

 

Violins for Sale 

A current Davenies parent is selling two violins – a ¼ size violin for £25 and a ½ size violin for £35.  Please 

contact me at school if you are interested. 


