
Enrichment

Engage  Inspire  Challenge



A Davenies education extends far beyond our renowned engaging, 
inspiring and challenging classroom environment. Here, the boys 
experience a breadth of enrichment opportunities that explore the 
undiscovered, encourage imagination and embrace individuality. 
Whether within a sporting, artistic, creative, musical, or academic 
mindset, every boy will develop the ability to achieve everything they 
want to along with receiving the support that they need to grow into 
the adult they deserve to be.

By putting the boys’ needs at the centre of our focus, whilst inspiring 
them to view the world from different perspectives, every academic 
journey is a positive one, enhanced by our exciting enrichment offering. 
Reinforced by an extensive programme of Co-Curricular Activities, 
Alternative Curriculum Experience Days, educational excursions, 
outward-bound opportunities and residential trips, at Davenies, we 
provide wealth of opportunities to suit every open-minded, ambitious 
and curious child.

Beyond the Classroom
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As a school that specialises in boys, our Co-Curricular Activities programme 
– spanning across academic, sporting, creative, musical and artistic pursuits 
– is catered to the needs of our boys and their interests. Whether in the 
Lab, or outside on the Astro, with over 50 clubs to choose from in any one 
term, Co-Curricular Activities contribute significantly to the personal, social 
and educational development by enhancing the boys’ ability to collaborate, 
persevere and problem-solve. 

Boys enjoy significant success in Activities, ranging from competing in 
national sporting competitions, LAMDA certificates and badges in Cubs.  
This success is mirrored by the enthusiasm shown by the boys for 
the Activities programme, which the School monitors and evaluates 
systematically in terms of popularity and educational value, consulting the 
boys and considering their views as to what they would like to do. 

Davenies also boasts an ambitious hybrid programme, which delivers 
sporting and music opportunities to boys on-site whilst also continuing to 
maximise enrichment of the artistic, creative and academic clubs online.

The Activities programme symbolises our aim to provide a balanced, all-
round education, allowing the boys to develop their potential, confidence 
and self-esteem throughout their educational journey at Davenies. 

Co-Curricular Activities
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Activities
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ACE DAYS

The Alternative Curriculum Experience (ACE) forms an integral aspect of  
a Davenies education for boys in Years 3–8.  Held each term, ACE Days allow  
boys the opportunity to go on school trips, taking learning beyond the  
classroom. They inspire the boys to develop their knowledge, understanding  
and skills across a variety of subjects, both academic and creative.  

To support the work done in Davenies’ classrooms, we make the most of  
every chance to visit places of interest. We also enjoy inviting visiting speakers  
and workshops into the school to further enhance the boys’ learning and  
encourage follow-up work and reflection.

Previous destinations have included:

Year 3	 Windsor Castle, Henley River and Rowing Museum, Oxford Story Museum

Year 4	 Whipsnade, London Zoo, The Drama Hut

Year 5	 The Globe Theatre, The National Gallery

Year 6	 Hazard Alley, Wembley Stadium, The Crystal

Year 7	 Crest Award, Bletchley Park, The Tower of London

Year 8	 Hampton Court Palace, Westminster Abbey, Fieldwork studies of local rivers

Trips
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RESIDENTIAL TRIPS

In addition to a range of exciting day trips provided by Davenies as part of 
the curriculum, the boys benefit from an array of residential experiences too. 
These take place both during term time, as well as opportunities within the 
school holidays. These occasions have always been enjoyed as they provide 
the boys with opportunities to make memories that last a lifetime.  

All boys from Years 4–8 participate in Residential Week during the Summer 
Term. This provides a wonderful opportunity to spend a week in the company  
of their peers, engaging in team-building activities, as well as physical and 
mental challenges.

Our programme begins in Year 4 with three nights away from home, in a 
nurturing environment, as a first experience of independence. This builds 
through the years, including a Languages trip to France in Year 7, culminating 
in a more challenging venture in Year 8 with hiking and camping out. For our 
older boys, we also provide a yearly Residential Trip to a British city, which 
operates on an ‘opt-in’ basis. Previously, we have enjoyed visits to York, Cardiff, 
Edinburgh, Bristol and Bath.

Boys’ sporting talents are identified, supported and enhanced through sports 
tours, usually taking place over a weekend. These provide opportunities to  
play on different grounds and to mix with schools further afield. In addition,  
we have a biennial Ski Trip to Austria. 

Our Trips programme is under constant review and evolves as the interests  
of our boys alter.  

Trips
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Davenies  
Award Scheme 
DAS stands for the ‘Davenies Award Scheme’ and is a hugely important part 
of our Senior School Enrichment Programme. During their final two years at 
Davenies the boys take part in a range of activities, projects and experiences 
that are all designed to enhance their all-round education, to strengthen 
their understanding of fundamental transferable skills, and teach them 
essential life skills. Our aim is to ensure that every Davenies boy leaves us  
at the end of Year 8 well prepared for their life ahead; DAS sessions enable  
us to provide a pathway to this, furnished with events to continue  
to engage, inspire and challenge beyond the weekly timetable. 

What are the different strands of DAS?

Cultural 
Experiences

Life Skills

Leadership 
Through  
Service

Global  
Understanding

Teamwork

DAS

Presenting  
and Public 
Speaking
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DAS is delivered through four main avenues: 

MONDAY AFTERNOON SESSIONS

All boys in Years 7 and 8 have weekly DAS sessions 
from 4:00-5:15pm, which provide the bulk of the DAS 
programme. These Monday night offerings include a series 
of activities and projects, such as:

•	 Teamwork and leadership tasks

•	 The Endeavour Project – in which the boys research and 
create a multi-sensory presentation (in groups) about 
a topic of their choice, and then deliver short face-to 
face-talks, in a Science Fair style, to judges, parents, 
peers and siblings

•	 The Tenner Challenge – where groups are given seed 
money, and supported to develop a micro-business to 
design, produce and sell a product, in order to raise 
money for charity

•	 Dragons’ Den Project – here, boys are introduced  
to product development, marketing and advertising, 
culminating in a Dragons’ Den-style presentation  
to judges, parents and siblings

•	 Service in the local community

•	 Learning and using debating, presenting, and question 
and answer skills

•	 Politics – learning about the governmental vista,  
and the personal and business-wide ramifications of 
policy decisions

•	 Life skills – which could include cookery, baking,  
money management, ironing, shoe shining, car 
maintenance, cleaning… 

SENIOR SOCIETY

Drawing on the expertise and experience of leaders 
in their fields, we regularly welcome a variety of guest 
speakers to talk to our Senior boys. Speakers give 
short talks followed by a Q&A with time for discussion 
afterwards. Speakers range from a government advisor 
talking about Global Issues and the UK’s position in COP26, 
to a Hollywood Stunt Actor and Coordinator providing an 
insight into this fascinating, and sometimes dangerous, 
world of film-making. The aim of these talks is to inform 
and inspire our boys as they begin to look ahead to future 
career options.
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LEAVERS’ PROGRAMME

A rite of passage for all Davenies Year 8s, the Summer Term’s 
post-exam Leavers’ Programme is founded on the tenets of 
DAS. The final few weeks of Year 8 life at Davenies is spent 
off-timetable as the boys enjoy an engaging, stimulating and 
challenging mix of trips, speakers and activities, both individual 
and as a group.

In recent years the Leavers’ Programme has been comprised of:

•	 Beach clean-up at West Wittering

•	 Day watching County Cricket

•	 Sponsored walk – raising funds for a boy-chosen charity

•	 Treasure trail around the sights and hidden secrets  
of Oxford city centre

•	 Debating competition

•	 Film-making course

•	 DIY skills – flat-pack furniture building

•	 Lesson taught to the Pre-Prep and Junior  
School – including planning, delivery and review

•	 Visiting speakers – a view of daily life at the  
Houses of Parliament

•	 PSHE lessons

•	 Circus skills – learning to balance, walk on stilts  
and juggle

•	 Krav Maga – essential self-defence skills

•	 Visits to Brooklands Museum and Mercedes World
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WHACKY WEEKENDS

Although our trips vary from term to term, they remain fixed in their 
fundamental aim of providing a wide range of engaging and cultural 
experiences for the boys to enjoy, both individually and collectively.

Recent past trips have included: 

•	 Paintballing

•	 Watching professional football, rugby and ice hockey matches

•	 Classical Spectacular at The Royal Albert Hall

•	 The Music of Williams vs Zimmer in Oxford

•	 Archery Tag

•	 Ice-Skating

•	 Paddleboarding at Bourne End

•	  Escape Rooms

•	 Chocolate Making workshop

•	 Tickets to The Lion King and Elf the Musical in London

•	 … and so much more…

THE AWARD ELEMENT

DAS is viewed as an essential part of a boy’s Davenies education, not merely 
an add on. The ‘award’ element, therefore, allows for the recognition, reward 
and celebration of the boys’ engagement, application and achievement and 
they progress through the multiple strands.

Culminating in the award of a Bronze, Silver, Gold or Platinum Certificate, 
a presentation is made of their overall DAS contributions during the Year 8 
Leavers’ Dinner. In this way, we ensure that each boy’s effort, achievement 
and experience is recognised formally at the end of their time at Davenies.
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